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and daring. Apart from his genius as a poet and
litterateur he was one of the foremost Andalusians,
famous for his sagacity and cunning, and Ibn Abbad
had supplied him with a secret plan and orders with
regard to Cordova. He watched the developments of
the battle and when he found the Cordovans busy
pillaging the camp of the defeated army, he entered
Cordova at the head of a strong detachment, occupied
its forts and palaces, and arrested and imprisoned the
old king (Ibn Jihwar) who died a few days after from
griei No sooner his son Abdul Malik returned
from chasing his adversary than he learned the
terrible fact and marched to the walls of the city and
there the troops of Ibn Abbad surrounded him and
wounded and arrested him and sent him to prison
where he died soon after. Ibn Abbad tried to win
over the Cordovans with presents, courteous treatment
and brilliant banquets ; they abandoned the cause of
their old king with the exception of Al-Harith ibn
al-Hakam, who could not bear this treachery and
humiliation and went to the defeated king of Toledo,
seeking protection. Thus Ibn Abbad accomplished
his object of occupying the Omayyad capital. He
attained, at that time, the summit of his power and his
kingdom its widest limits.
Ibn Dhil-Nun was quiet for some time to repair
his army and make his preparations. But he was
burning to avenge his defeat. Al-Harith, on the other
hand, urged and incited him. He concluded an
armistice with the king of Castille and wrote to his
son-in-law, Abdul Rahman al-Muzaff ar, Emir of Valen-
cia to succour him with his army, but he refused fear-
ing the power of Ibn Abbad and that of his allies who
surrounded him. Ibn Dhil-Nun was indignant. He
marched secretly with his forces to Valencia which he
entered and arrested Abdul Rahrpan, sparing his
life and only deposing him out of pity for his daugh-
ter, and proclaimed himself king in his place.